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SUNDAY MORNING
9:00 a.m. – Divine Service
10:30 a.m. – Adult Bible Study & Sunday School
TO GUEST AND VISITORS
We welcome you to our congregation in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Please leave a
record of your visit in our guest book near the main door. We pray that the Holy Spirit
would richly bless your hearing of God’s Word with a living trust in Jesus Christ who died
and rose for you. For more information regarding Baptism, instruction in the
Christian faith, and communicant membership, please see Pastor Smith.
RECEIVING THE LORD’S SUPPER AT CHRIST THE KING
As intended by Christ and as practiced by the one, holy, catholic and apostolic church
throughout her history, “Closed Communion” is observed in this congregation, in which
the Lord’s Supper is distributed only to those:
A) who have been baptized in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit;
B) who have been instructed in the truth of Holy Scripture as taught in the Lutheran
Confessions, who have been confirmed in this Lutheran Faith, and who now
confess the same doctrine that is taught in this congregation, holding membership
in a congregation of the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod;
C) who believe that in this sacrament the real body and blood of Christ are truly
distributed to them and orally received by them, bestowing on them the
forgiveness of sins, life and salvation;
D) who sincerely repent of all their sins, and desire to receive God’s forgiveness in
this holy meal.

HYMNS FOR TODAY’S DIVINE SERVICE
Processional Hymn: Now Sing We, Now Rejoice .............................................................. 386
Hymn of the Day:
Let All Together Praise Our God .................................................... 389
Distribution Hymns: Once in Royal David’s City .............................................................. 376
The Infant Priest Was Holy Born .................................................... 624
Infant Holy, Infant Lowly ................................................................ 393
Gentle Mary Laid Her Child ............................................................ 374
Recessional Hymn: We Praise You, Jesus at Your Birth ................................................. 382
PRAYER CONCERNS
Hawk (Ron White), hospitalized with kidney failure
Steve Gross, brother of Deacon Russ Gross, recovering from successful back surgery
Betty Mitchell, whose granddaughter, Misty, died unexpectedly
Lysah Mitchell, whose aunt Beatrice fell asleep in Christ
Alhorn Family, as Virginia has gone home to heaven
Diane Ronchetto, awaiting hip replacement surgery, scheduled for January
Susan Jay, recovering at home from a successful surgery
Daniel Conrad, our missionary to Mexico
Shut-ins: Elsie Albanese, Pat Krahn, Bill Nye, Harriet Ouimette, Gloria Paulus,
Troy & Louava Wideman, and Irene Pickering
ALTAR FLOWERS
The Poinsettias today are given to
the glory of God by Christ the King.

We would love to have you sign up to provide flowers moving forward
in the New Year. The sign up is in the narthex. Thank you!
SERVANTS for THIS WEEK
Acolytes
Altar
Elders
Finance
Flowers
Ushers

Emma Hinkleman & Brooke Cleary
Bernice David
Loren Scott
Anna Smith
Poinsettias
Tom Crowley & Rick Brua

SERVANTS for NEXT WEEK
Dominick Vasquez & Christian Vasquez

Erica Vasquez
James Wilson
John Hinkleman, Jr. & Joe Vasquez
Poinsettias
Tom Crowley & Rick Brua

EVENTS THIS WEEK
SUNDAY
9:00AM ................................................................................... Divine Service
10:30AM ................................................ Adult Bible Study & Sunday School
WEDNESDAY 6:30PM .................................................................................. Choir Practice
SATURDAY 8:30AM ........................................................................................ Bible Study
TODAY’S SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON (Pre-K through 8)
Lesson 8: Today’s lesson, “The Faith-Full Family,” tells of Ruth’s loyalty to her
widowed mother-in-law, Naomi. Returning to Naomi’s ancestral home in
Bethlehem, Ruth gleans Boaz’s fields to provide food for herself and Naomi.
Ruth finds favor with Boaz, who purchases Naomi’s land and redeems Ruth from her
widowhood. Having married Boaz, Ruth bears a son, Obed, the grandfather of King David..
PORTALS OF PRAYER
The new issue of our excellent daily devotional resource is available on the table
in the narthex – get yours today.
OFFERING ENVELOPES
New offering envelopes are now available.We will also begin offering emailed
statements. If this is something you would be interested in, please make sure we
have your email address on file. If we do not hve your email address you can reach out to
Debbie Wolff and provide her with it. Please do not use 2021 envelopes in 2022. Thank you.

THE READINGS
Exodus 13:1-3a,11-15:
3
The Lord said to Moses, 2 "Consecrate to me all the firstborn. Whatever is the first to open the
womb among the people of Israel, both of man and of beast, is mine."
3
Then Moses said to the people, "Remember this day in which you came out from Egypt, out
of the house of slavery, for by a strong hand the LORD brought you out from this place.
1
"When the LORD brings you into the land of the Canaanites, as he swore to you and your
fathers, and shall give it to you, 12 you shall set apart to the LORD all that first opens the
womb. All the firstborn of your animals that are males shall be the LORD's. 13 Every firstborn

of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb, or if you will not redeem it you shall break its neck.
Every firstborn of man among your sons you shall redeem. 14 And when in time to come your
son asks you, 'What does this mean?' you shall say to him, 'By a strong hand the LORD brought
us out of Egypt, from the house of slavery. 15 For when Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go,
the LORD killed all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the
firstborn of animals. Therefore I sacrifice to the LORD all the males that first open the womb,
but all the firstborn of my sons I redeem.'

Colossians 3:12-17:
12
Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness,
humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint
against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14
And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15 And let
the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be
thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another
in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts
to God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him
Luke 2:22-40:
22
And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought
him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord,
"Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord") 24 and to offer a
sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves, or two young
pigeons." 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was
righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26
And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had
seen the Lord's Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him up
in his arms and blessed God and said, 29 "Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in
peace, according to your word; 30 for my eyes have seen your salvation 31 that you have
prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to
your people Israel."
33
And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 And Simeon
blessed them and said to Mary his mother, "Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and
rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce through your
own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed."
36
And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She
was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin,
37
and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple,

worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 And coming up at that very hour she began
to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of
Jerusalem.
39
And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they
returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the Child grew and became strong,
filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him.

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
The Firstborn Son of God Is Our Redemption from Sin and Death
When the Lord destroyed the firstborn sons of Egypt, He spared the sons of Israel by providing
a lamb in their stead. Hence, all the firstborn sons belong to Him. Every firstborn male animal
was sacrificed, and every firstborn son of man was redeemed (Ex. 13:12–13). Therefore, the
parents of Jesus “brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord” (Luke 2:22).
However, He is not redeemed from priestly service but is consecrated for “the redemption of
Jerusalem” and “the consolation of Israel” (Luke 2:25, 38). For God the Father did not spare
His only begotten Son, but offered Him up as the true Passover Lamb, in order to redeem His
people from bondage. His cross has caused many to stumble and fall, but His blood atoned for
the sins of the world and delivers us from death. We now depart in the peace of Christ because
we are also raised with Him. As we receive His body and blood, we join Simeon and Anna in
“giving thanks to God the Father through him,” “singing psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs,” including the Nunc Dimittis, with thankfulness in our hearts (Luke 2:28–32, 38; Col.
3:15–17).

INTROIT Ps. 98:1-4; antiphon: Is. 52:10
*

The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the | nations,*
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation | of our God.
Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done | marvelous things!*
His right hand and His holy arm have worked salva- | tion for him.
The LORD has made known his sal- | vation;*
He has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations.
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of | Israel.*
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation | of our God.
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all the earth;*
break forth into joyous song and sin | praises!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the | nations,*
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation | of our God.
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of Your
Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him
who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
THE GRADUAL Is. 9:6; Ps. 98:1a
To us a child is born, to us a Son is | given;*
and the government shall be upon his | shoulder.
And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, | Mighty God,*
Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace.

